HAZRAT-I-AOLA PREPARES FOR WAR
powerful commander who possessed three lacs o£ horses, lost
his head without achieving any thing. I desire to uproot this
thorny tree whose branches are the cause for the desolation of
the garden of the kingdom of the Deccan. I grant that Phnl-
cheri is strong as iron and it is in the hands of the haughty
enemy. 1 understand that it will furnish a test for the exercise
of the magnet of the inborn, God-given courage, and I count it
a proof of the strength of the conquering arm, the joyful glory
of victory. To work I have the right, help is from Allah;
plans proceed from me, but the fruits are from Allah/'
All those who listened to the speech stood up, kissed the
earth in inspect and gave the following reply:
" The support of the Eternal Lord is with your auspicious
intentions for war. According to our prayer, your enemy has
his heart opened with the scimitar. In whatever direction you
turn your steps, it will be suitable. God will be your supporter
in your attempt to untie every difficult knot."
Hazrat-i-Ala felt cheerful and happy at the exhibition of
obedience by his faithful and devoted servants who held fast to
the skirt of his kindness and favour. Then he appointed Ghulam
Husayn distinguished by the title of 'Umdatu'l-Umara, the
eldest and the best beloved of his sons, as his na'ib at Natthar-
nagar; Sayyid All Khan, Sayyid Nasir All Khan, Malik Aslam
Khan, and Husayn Muhammad Khan as his followers and council-
lors, and honoured and glorified them by entrusting to them suit-
able services. He got ready provisions and all kinds of material,
appointed experienced men along with some trustworthy English
and thus strengthened the fort. After issuing instructions—
obedience to which is necessary—Hazrat-i-Ala started with the
idea of subjugating Phulcheri, followed by his own army and
those of others, on the road of confidence and sincerity on
Thursday, 20th of Rajab of the year 1173 A.H. riding in his
howdah, like the rising of the glorious sun, in an auspicious
moment, when his lucky star was in the ascendant and the
241
31

